SB 6787-S. E - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Requires that, by OCctober 31, 2006, the departnent of
transportation shall have an independent appraisal of the
mar ket value of the Washington state ferries Snohom sh and
Chi nook and present it to the transportation conmmttees of the
| egislature and the governor by Novenber 1, 2006. The
departnment of transportation shall sell or otherw se dispose
of the Washington state ferries Snohom sh and Chinook for
mar ket val ue and deposit the proceeds of the sales into the
passenger ferry account created in RCW 47.60.645 as soon as
practi cabl e upon approval by the governor of the business plan
described in RCW 36.54. 110(5).

Requires the departnent to maintain the | evel of service
existing on January 1, 2006, for the Vashon to Seattle
passenger-only ferry route until such tine as the |egislature
approves a county ferry district's assunption of the route, as
aut horized under RCW 36.54.110(5), providing a |evel of
service at or exceeding the state |evel.

Directs the Washington state ferry systemto col |l aborate
wi th new and potential passenger-only ferry service providers,
as described in RCW 36.54.110(5), for term nal operations at
its existing termnal facilities.

Provides that the office of financial managenent shall
contract to devel op a back-up plan for operating the Vashon to
Seattl e passenger-only ferry route existing on January 1,
2006, that does not include operations by state governnent.

Provides that a county with a popul ati on greater than one
mllion persons and having a boundary on Puget Sound, or a
county to the west of Puget Sound with a popul ation greater
than two hundred thirty thousand but |ess than three hundred
t housand persons, proposing to create a ferry district to
assume a passenger-only ferry route between Vashon and
Seattle, including an expansion of that route to include
Sout hworth, shall first receive approval from the governor
after submtting a conplete business plan to the governor and
the | egislature by Novenmber 1, 2006.

Provides that a public transportation benefit area
seeking funding for a passenger-only ferry route between
Ki ngston and Seattle shall first receive approval from the
governor after submtting a conplete business plan to the
governor and the | egislature by Novenber 1, 2006. The busi ness
plan nmust, at a mninum include hours of operation, vesse
needs, |abor needs, proposed routes, passenger term nal
facilities, passenger rates, anticipated federal and | ocal
funding, coordination with Wshington state ferry system
coordination wth existing transit providers, long-term
operation and mai ntenance needs, and |long-term financial plan.



